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Italian influence in Austria that the whole activity of
the Nazis was afterwards directed. But Goring had
been given the promise of help as soon as the Abys-
sinian adventure was over. In Germany there had
been a mistrust of Italy ever since the World War,
when she broke up the Triple Alliance and put herself
on the side of the Entente.

Goring, who was only too ready to believe in his
successes, wired to Berlin that the negotiations were
having a positive result and that Germany and Italy
during the next few years would be fighting on the
same front.

Nor did he have to wait for acknowledgment: in
the middle of the negotiations there exploded a
telegram. It came from Berlin, from the Reich
Chancellor. Goring quickly cut it open, his diplo-
matic calm was, as it were, blown away : did it mean
his recall or had the promised reward at last come ?
Was it von Papen's deposition and his own appoint-
ment as Minister President ?

' To MINISTER GORING,
Rome,

German Legation.

I appoint you as from to-day to be Minister Presi-
dent of Prussia. I beg you will take over your work in
Berlin on 20 April.

I feel happy to be able to give you this proof of my
trust and of my gratitude to you for having worked
so well for the restoration of the German people for the
last ten years and more as a warrior in our movement
for the victorious achievement of the national revolu-